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THiS IS THE STORY OF A YOUNG AND TRAGIC LIFE. 


Excerpts from the Justus Allen Diary. 
May 20, 1843 to November 4, 1849. 


GIDEON Allen, son of Timothy Allen, born at East 
Haven, Conn. 1747. Served in the Militia of Vermont 
under Major Gen. De Layette in Capt. Isaac Clarks’ 
“Co. for the defense of the frontiers and Lake Champ- 
lain. Afterwarcs served under Col. Isa. Allen, Gen. 
Ethan’s brother. Came into Scipio, settling first in 
Aurora in 1796 Lolding title to lot 85. Wasa cont: im- 
porary with Judge Seth Phelps and James Barber. Had eleven children; 
Lemuel, Justus, Silas, Orison, Ezechiel, Zimri, Betsey, Thirsa, Sally, 
Loraine, and Diana. His son Justus married Phebe Beardsley and they 
had also eleven children; Lemuel, Albert, Betsey, Betsey Ann, Horace, 
Sally, Nathaniel, Justus, Maria, Eliza, and Timothy. The sen Justus, 
the writer of the diary, was born Sept. 15, 1823, and died Nov. 27,1849 


May 20, 1848. FIRST ENTRY. 


.... Truly do I think, time cannot be better employed than when at 
the close of the day, when the day’s business shall have ceased, to sit 
myself down and imprint in my diary a portion of my thoughts and the 
scenes that have transpired during the last past few hours.... 

....While life’s hours are flitting past, 

I setch surrounding smiles, 

A source of pleasure. 

Truly so, for is it not, 

When they shall have long since past, 

To read of what has been, and live it over anew. 

....l was tonight initiated into the order of the Sons of Temperance 
at Sherwood Corners.... 


May 2), 1848. LIFE AT SHERWOOD AND AURORA. 

Since the 23rd to Saturday evening last I spent my time in Aurora. 
Found the good peop e there whiling theirtime away ¢s usual with bui 
one prevailing rule of action, and that, a desire to please or in other 
words to gratify themseives today and let the morrow to take care of 
itself. On Saturday evening | attended the meeting of The Sons of 
Temperance at Sherwood Corners. Was pleased with the initiating cer- 
emonies, but should have prefered an improved method of doing busi- 
ness. Yesterday I heard two sermons. Last evening Chas. Dennisand 
myself called on Josiah Letchworth, found him as ever, agreeable and 
courteous, while passing the moments in the sweetness of sociability, 
some half dozen of the membersof the Litecary League called and join- 
ed us in our conversation.... 

June 9, 1848. 


Today we have again enjoyed a beautiful day. I spent it miscella- 
neously and pleasantly with the exception of the evening which I spent 
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in discussing ethical and political questions that emounted to nothing 
when done, but a mere waste of words and breath. My ground ves, 
that taking things as they stood, that policy was necessary in human 
manoeuvrings. I also contended that such a thing as a perfect man could 
not be found. In this I was also opposed. The debate was very wordy, 
and far from being connected and clear, consequently, ro logical ccn- 
clusions could be drawn. I have but little opinion of such disconnected 
discussions, and for the future, think that the time can be better spent 
than to be engaged in them. 
June 10, 1848. OPINION ON PRESIDENCY AND SLAVERY 

Eleven o’clock p. m., just returned from a meeting of the Sons of 
Temperance; the weather is warm. The Sons’ rcom is badly ventileted 
and constructed and consequently very unpleasant. I notice by tonight’s 
mail that Z. Taylor of La. and On. Fillmore of N. Y., nominated to the 
Presidency. By such a nomination we have again to succumb to southern 
dictation, and if elected quite likely have our noses ground still closer 
than they are now. For my part Iam much disappointed....Slavery, the 
question of the day must be met, we cannot procrastinate. The time is 
not far distant when we shall be forced tothe issue, yesitisat our own 
very threshold....Slavery must be abolished, the fetters of the slaves 
must fall..., 

ED. NOTE; Zachary Taylor ‘‘Old Rough and Ready’’ was noms- 
nated by the Whigs in 1848 for President of the United States, and was 
elected, receiving 163 electoral votes, whileGeneral Cass, the Demo- 
cratic candidate, received 127 electoralvotes, and Martin Van Buren, 
the Free Soil candidate received none. Millard Fillmore, born near the 
town of Moravia, in Cayuga County, began his political life in 1828 by 
being elected to the State Legislatureas an Anti-Mason. In 1832 he was 
elected to Congress by the Whigs party; and in 1848 was elccted to the 
Vice-Presidency. In these parts of Cayuga Co. the anti-slavery seeling 
ran quite high particularly among the Quaker population. 

July 7, 1248. 

I commenced the study of the law Dec. 3, 1844 with Ebenezer W. 
Arius Esq. in the village of Aurora. At that time I wasengaged in 
teaching the District School of the village which I centinued to do urtil 
the term of Sept. 1845 with the exception of short vacations. I made 
such proficiencies in my studies as could be expected from one who ted 
to take charge of the majority of the little urchins of the village. 


In the latter part of Sept. ’44 I took a recess from my studies hav- 
ing impaired my health very much during the year. After a month or-:o 
had passed, I found myself far from being contented with my pursuits 
and i returned to Aurora, having spent my vacation in a western tour. 
I resumed my studies and also continued to teach Col. E. B. Morgan’s 
family school, one in which I was engaged at the same time that I was 
teaching at the District School. 

HIS IMVPRESSIONS OF THE BAR EXAMINATIONS AT THE 
ITHACA COURT HOUSE 
....In August of ’46 not having recovered my health I concluded to 
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refrain from teaching and reading (law)....until the 2nd Monday of No- 
vember '46 when I entered in a contract to teach school in Scipie. This 
1 did till March. During that time I read about 50 pages of Blackstone. 
After I closed my school I continued to read law, andagainI located 
myself in Mr. Arius’ office...till July third 1848 when I took the 70’clock 
boat for Ithaca to be examined for admissicn as atty. Sal. and Ccm. at 
the Bar of all the Courts of the State of N. Y. Arrived there in safety. 
The Court convened immediately after dinner and proceeded to business 
at a short interval. One of the judges announced that the class of stu- 
dents would assemble themselves for examination at the Court House 
at one half past five, the Court appointed the examiners to attend and 
question the class. The class consisted of 20 students. The class at the 
proper time was called, Mr. Strong of Palmyra took the lead in asking 
questions, his method was that of system, his questions were direct. He 
took the Law of Bills and Exchange and did himself credit and also the 
class. He was followed by Mr. (no name) of Ithaca who took up the 
matter of Real Estate. Though he did not do the subject justice, Hedid 
very well. The students appeared more lost than when under Strong. 
Then came the boring questionsof Mr. Hochchass of Binghamton. During 
the time he had charge of the class time dragged as heartily as a win- 
ter sleigh ride in mid summer. He finally arrived at the last members 
of the class and closed his monotonous questioning not at all to the sat- 
isfaction of the Court and the students. The Court then excused the ex- 
aminers and informed the class that they would wait upon them at one 
half past seven next morning. At which time we assembled and Judge 
Mason was first to question us. He proved cross and tawdry, going over 
quite the same ground that the second examiner did the previous even- 
ing. When he had done, Judge Shankland examined the class in the New 
Code once around and examination finally closed and the whole class 
took serialiy the oath to support the Constitution and the laws of the 
State of N. Y. and received a copy of the Order of the Court under sea] 
from the hand of the Clerk of the Court. With due deference to the 
gentlemenly examiners I feel it my duty to say that in my humble opin- 
ion neither the examiners nor the Court were prepared to say whether 
or not the class of students examined by them were ready to practice 
law in the higher courts of the State of N. Y. and that after much la- 
borious reading, a student feels himself illy paid in going before a 
board of examiners where no better understanding existed between the 
class and Court than on this occasion. No system between the law and 
practice but a heterogeneous mass of both. 
July 13, 1848. 


Delightful evening, picked cherries, pitched hay, chased a swarm 
of bees some one half mile or more, called with Eliza at Slocum How- 
land's, and an interesting chat with Emily and came home.... 

July 18, 1848. AN OLD FASHIONED CAVALCADE. 

Pleasant day today, time has passed slowly and somewhat sadly for 
me, for | have been contemplating the future. Just before the setting 
of the sun, I saddled Dol and rode to Sherwood Corners. As I was rid- 
ing into the place, I saw leaving for the south quite a cavalry of horse- 
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back riders. I hotted in town and soon had an invitation to join, ! ac- 

cepted and exchanged riding horses with Mrs.... The evening was glo- 

rious. We all joined together at Northville and a very happy group 

were we. With the exception of Mr. Powel we were all old and tried 

friends, and he a pleasant new comer. We rode from Northville after 

10 o’clock p. m., and all of us had feelings of profound gratification.... 
July 19, 1848. 


Pleasant again today, passed more rapidly than yesterday. Read 
but very little. Called on E. H. this afternoon, asource to me of much 
profound satisfaction, I feel assured of something invaluable in the few 
moments I spend in her company.... 

July 20, 1848. A REGATTA ON CAYUGA LAKE. 


Today has been warm and myself and many others have been quite 
foolish. Having heard much of Regattas on the inlend Jakes of N. Y. I 
concluded I would attend one that was to come off today at Aurora, so 
I. How. and A. Barton and sister, myself and two sisters went down; 
and such a hot dsagreeable time I seldom ever had before. Boats were 

start at 12 M., but started after four p. m., and all there was to it 
anyway, was that 12 boats sailed at about one and the same time, be- 
came very much scattered on the lake, and were distanced by far by 
Capt. Smith’s ‘‘Sailor Ash'and.’’ Looked at the distant boats till our 
eyes were tired, then took aquick walk down to Aunt H. Morgan’s 
with....took tea, and which by the way, was more pleasant than the 
Regatta.... 

August 2, 1848. 


Attended at Aurora W. Day. Heard Salem Town, A. M. deliver a 
very able address on education in respect to the needs of the times.... 
The exercises of the evening were highly commendable to Aurora, snd 
the students acquitted themselves wonderfully. 








— 
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Aug. 3, 1848. ‘‘THE LADY OF MY CHOICE.”’ 

I have labored today; mowed and drawn hay, tired me, but 1 en- 
joyed the exercise. This e vening my affections have displayed their 
fondness for the lady of my choice. They burn within me and make m)} 
very existence leap for joy.... 

Aug. 25. 1848. A PICNIC AT CASCADE ON THE OWASCO. 

I arose this morning about sunrise «nd prepared to attend a picnic 
on the Owasco Lake. Eliza and I rode down to Sherwood Corners in our 
own Buggy. There, we were to join the main van of thecompany, a 
part of which prepared themselves to go in their own private carrizges 
and another portion was to go in the celebrated Cadwalacer Waggcen, 
before v hich they were to put four hcrses....We finally arrived at the 
head of the Owasco Lake at Cascade’s picnic grounds. D. Merrit, Titus 
and A. Memerrit, Hannah, and Edward Letchworth and wife, E. A. 
Mosher, L. Pearl and Miss Thompson, the two Miss Cacwaladers, the 
four Miss Searings, Gardner C. Gifford and Charles Haynes, a Mr. G. 
M. of New York, Emily and W. Howlard, four boys and Eliza and my- 
self finished the group. Mr. Powel and a Miss Wood was also slong all 
told. The ladies set up the tables which were furnished with « bcunti- 
ful dinner. After, we took a ride on the leke, and later we crtertained 
ourselves with voca! and instrumental music.... 














CASCANE MOUSE, OWOSCO LAKE 


Sept. 1, 1848. 

Spent the day at home.... Thought semething of the politics of the 
country, judge much of it to be mixed «und n.uddy. I discover nothing 
umong the different men of the naticn that in my jucgn ent look tothe 
prosperity of our Republic. And further, I dosincerily believe that 
those men north of Mason and Dickson line are ‘‘double faced’’ in their 
support of Z. Taylor for the Presidency. A Southern man, aslave- 
holder, owner of 280 slaves. All told a military chieftain, wholly un- 
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acquainted with civil government. The present aspects of cvr country 
are very much of a doubtful character. It is quite certain that slavery 
must quite soon be done away with. I believe the time to be not far 
distant when there will be a blocdy conflict, say 15 years from the above 
date. 

ED. NOTE: This is an amazing prephecy, nissed it ty tuo years 
Of course the anti-slavery feeling in Scipio was strong by now, and with 
the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law in 1850, Sherwood Corners became 
one of the most important stations of the Underground Railroad. ‘‘The 
Moses of her people,’’ Harriet Tubman, who lived outside of Auburn, 
had contact with the Howlands of Sherwood Corners, and through ke 
courageous efforts over 300 slaves were aided to escapeto Canada. 
Emily Howland atthe time of this prophecy was a charming girl of 21, 
Justus Allen was an idealistic youth of 25. After his death, she taught 
in a school for Negro girls in Washington, and later ina cump for freed 
slaves at Arlington, still later she went to Virginia where she helped to 
establish three schools for the Negro children. 

Sept. 13, 1848. 

Spent the day mostly in Aurora. Done but little business. Politics! 
I discussed much, and felt sorry to disagree with Col. Mergan. Hed a 
long talk with him, was not satisfied with it. Cannot agree with him, 
though I would that I could. 

Oct. 6, 1248. 

Slept but little last night. Spent most of the day in Aurora. At- 
tended a meeting on Free Soil at Sherwood Corners. Letchworth ves 
the principal speaker. I was called upon and made but few remarks. Re- 
turned to Maria’s and enjoyed a social circle for a little v Lile. 

Nov. 2], 1848. Law office, Jamesville, Ill. 
ZACHARY TAYLOR ELECTED, REACTION OF ALLEN. 

As doubtless,Gen. Taylor is the president Elect cf tre United Stetcs 
and I will make a short review of the campaign of 1848. The nominaticn 
of Gen. Cass openedthe political campaign of 1848. So lidiercis the 
nomination appears to me that I think it is a false play on the good 
sense of the people of the North. I looked on thefruitsof the V lig 
Convention at Philadelphia for a nominee more judiciously chosen than 
was the one of the Loco Fcco Party, tLengh I mustecnfess, thet gre: t 
doubt rested on my mind as to the result of the deliberations of that 
body, which when the result of the convention was made known, it was 
to my mind prefoundly absurd. Taylor, a man that was a dealer in his 
fellow men as cattle and owner of some 300 of them, robbing them of 
their liberty and sanctioning by his very acts the southern doctrine cf 
slavey. rHis associations were so completely southern. Was a man that 
my ideas of liberty and just government could not and would not allow 
me to support. Though I pondered the subject well in my mind, I could 
but conclude that Taylor was an unsafea man for the Northtorun, not 
that I would urge the full control of the South by the North, but that 
it it absolutely right for us, as a nation, to proclaim true Universal 
Liberty. For us of the North it is not a matter of control, we are cha- 
grinned, disappointed and disconsolate that the future aspects of our 
country promise little of national harmony.... 
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Nov. 22, 1848. 


Law office Jamesville, LI}. lam troubled with a hacking cougl, that 
is to me very disagreeable, it prevents me from a full and unbroken ut- 
turance of speech and clips my breath or rather my breath is shortened 
by some cause. 

Nov. 25, 1848. 


Law office Jamesville, Ill. Last evening I purchased a bottleof Dy. 
James Expectorant. Partook of it last evening and two or three times 
today aud feel really releaved of my cough, I have accomplished a full 
day’s work.... 

Dec. 3, 1848. 


Sunday evening and a pleasant one too. I have spent the day plees- 
antly. I attended Presbyterian Church and heerd a good sermon on the 
subject of foreign missions. This afterrccn I spent atthe office readirg 
and writing. Wrote to Geo. L. W. of Scipioville. This evenirg ] have 
spent mostly in thinking. 

My thoughts on the one I love 

Are continual, nothing so worthy, 
None so holy and kind as the thought 
As the one that has my love. 


eee 


CNBCHOKE GLEN HOUSE From 





THE DENOUEMENT OF A YOUNG BUT TRAGIC LIFE 
Oct. 14, 1849. 


Sunday evening. This morning shortly before I awoke, I commenc- 
ed spitting up thick clotted blood.My physician advises me this morning 
to go home to my native land and spend the winter there and by the 
nursing and care of home I may possibly recover.... 

Oct. 15 1849. 

One year ago this morning a little after daylight I left my native 
home for this ‘‘Mighty West.’’ The scenes of that day and this, how 
unlike they are. On that day my affections were moved by the leaving 
of my brothers and sisters. Oh that home of my childhood!.... 
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AN INCREDIBLE PREMUNITIONAL DREAM 
Oct. 22, 1849. 


In the course of my slumbers last night I had a dream of so much 
moment that I here record it under the belief of the ‘‘adage’’ that com- 
ing events cast their shadows before them. In my sleep | found myself 
by the waters of a beautiful lak e, where situated I did not appear to 
know, but its waters were peaceful. Soon there came a storm that 
caused the still waters to roll and foam in all their fury. There were 
some young men, strangers to me, that were about tocross the lake 
not withstanding the fierceness of the winds and waves. A sufficient 
number of them put out in four sail boats. Upon the waters the sails 
of the boats were peculiarly rigged, they resembled like the covers cf 
the trading wagons in Wisconsin, however they seemed to contend well 
with the storm. Now it was for me to cross the same billows and soon 
i found myself far out in the lake buffetting periliously with the deep. 
{ appeared to have something on which to stand and a single common 
oar. How | used it! I paddled Indian like and was quickly side by side 
with the ‘‘sailors’’ the hindmost one of which I saw as I passed was so 
much concerned with the winds that I could but that the inmates must 
soon finda watery grave. Eut this fear I quickly turned away from them 
to the manage ment of my own craft. In a few moments I was so far in 
advancement of the sailcrs, I saw ro mcre of them. With redoubled for- 
titude I strove ahead but Lad gone but short distance when | was over- 
taken by the young men «ach one in a skiff battling with the waters. 
These too / was able to pass and with more courage and perseverance 
than ever I forced my ‘‘water walking platform’’ forward and was 
soon safely landed high and dry on the ‘‘opposite shore....’’ 

Nov. 30, 1849. 

Spent the day in and about theoffice....My business is about to 
close so that I may start for home on Wednescay next. Have been quite 
ill all day long. My prayer to God is that I might be relieved from ni. 
sufferings or recover my health. 

LAST ENTRY OF THE DIARY 
Nov. 4, 1849. 


Yesterday I did not goto church I was too much cut of health, |! 
sincerely regretted I could not go. I spent most of the day in prepera- 
tion to go home. 

POSTSCRIPT FROM A RESOLUTION FOUND IN HIS DIARY 

“Ata meeting of the Osage Lodge No. 3341.0.0.F. held at the 
Lodge Room at Northville Wednesday evening Nov. 28, 1849, the fol- 
lowing obituary notice was read; ‘‘Died in Scipioville Cayuga Co. N.Y. 
Nov. 27th, Bro. Justus Allen a member of Shavanno Lodge, age 26. 
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The Justus Alien burial plot at Evergreen Cemetery, Scipioville 


The past is gone, 

Yet the past is everpresent; 

The Rose bush and the Gak tree have met, 
The one has the thorn of pain, 

The other has the strength of life; 

Life and Death are sisters. 
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AN IMPORTANT LETTER OF WILLIAM H. SEWARD 
BEARING ON THE POLITICS REFERRED TO BY JUSTUS ALLEN 


Henry Oliphant, Esq. 

Editor, Auburn Journal, 

Auburn, March 31, 1845. 

Dear Sir; Itseems that some partial journals have recom- 
mended my recall to the public service, and that an imaginary 
connection between these recommendations and certain opin- 
ions now widely discussed by the Press, has excited in some 
quarters apprehensions of designs for my perferment at the 
expense of the integrity of the Whig Party. 

The urgency of patriotic friends, combined with my sense of 
grateful obligation to political zssociates, and my great solici- 
tude for the triumph of the whig cause, prevailed upon me to 
take a partin the late Election, which on all preper ccczsicrs, 
i admitted was more active than was consistent with my sense 
of propriety, orwith my very slight claim upon the forbearance 
of my fellow citizens. 

Much as 1 lament the calamitous result, it has left me at 
liberty to resume quiet pursuits from which I was called into 
the conflict. My wel! known resolution to remain a private citi- 
zen has undergone no change with recent events. No opinion 
or policy advocated in any quarter however congenial with my 
jong cherished sentiments, or however its success might vindi- 
cate the prudence or the sincerity of my public conduct, is con- 
nected with any personal expectations or aspirztions of mine. 
1 am not a candidate, nor shalll hereafter be acandidate for 
any office, nor shall l accept any public trust. 

Looking to the Whig Party for all effectual melioration and 
progress, | ask leave to lay the Peace Offering upon its altar at 
the precious moment when a new political cycle is opening with 
circumstances so deeply to be deplored by all who have any re. 
verence for the Constitution, and devotion to the Union, or any 
communion with the Beneficent Spirit of the Age. 

lam, very respectfully your obedient servant, 

William H. Seward. 


ithaca Chronicle, Wed. April 22, 1845. 
ED. NOTE; The appellation Loco-Foco applies to the Equal Rights 
faction of the Democratic Party in New York State from 1835-37. Later 
it became the Whig-Loco-Foco fusion. Its influence on New York State 
Democratic Party politics was felt up to 1846. The best works to consult 
are: History of the Loco-Foco or Equal Rights Party, Byrdsall, New 
York, 1842; History of Political Parties in the State of New York, Ham- 
mond, Syracuse, 1852. 

The Whig Party in 1844 for the first time nominated its leader, 
Henry Clayand with him as candidate, the purty set forth its first plat- 
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Jorm; t. e. “A well regulated national currency; a tariff for revenue to 
defray the necessary expenses of the government; and discriminating with 
special reference to the protection of the domestic labor of the country; 
the distribution of the preceeds from the sales of the public lands; a 
single term for the Presidency; a reform of executive usurpation.’’ With 
the injection of the so called ‘‘Texas question,’’ into thecam paign, it 
caused many anti-slavery Whigs in the north, to refuse support. The 
anti-slavery, sometimes called, ‘‘The Conscience Wing’’ of the party a 
rose in Massachussets in opposition to the southern section called, 
‘Cotton Whigs.’’In the Presidential elections of 1848, the Whigs, with 
Gen. Zachary Taylor as candidate were for the second but last time 
successful. By 1354 most of the Northern Whigs became affiliated with 
the ‘Know-Nothing movement, and in 1856 presented Filmore as their 
candidate, 
A POLL NOTICE OF THE TIMES IN QUESTION 
TUESDAY NEXT! 


ONE DAY ONLY! 


Do not forget that Tuesday next, November 4, is the day of 
election. Do not forget TO VOTE, and that early. Give to your 
country the few moments, or hours if it requires it, to deposit 
your ballot--IT MAY BE THE DECISIVE ONE. If all Whigs will do 
this, the election of our candidates is certain.... 

Let your love of WHIGS PRINCIPLES lead you now, as always 
te bear testimony by your BALLOT in their favor.... 

Be sure then to go tothe polls In your election district, and 
VOTE ON TUESDAY NEXT. 


WHIGS! Remember TUESDAY next, November 4, is the 
DAY OF ELECTION! 
Ithaca Chronicle, Wed. Oct. 29, 1245. 


THE DAY AFTER THE ELECTION. THE RESULT. 


VOICE OF THE TALISMAN! 
Thr... No... Two cheers for Tompkins! 

We are afraid we cannot quite raise the third, we have cone Whig 
Member of the Assembly, by a handsome majority; and the other is yet 
ut this present writing, in the smoke.... 

In Ithaca we have a Whig gain of about 20 on the state ticket for 
this year.... 

The old federal Hunkers of Ithaca--the Forty Cousin Clicque are 
partially fleored. Those few reliable democrats did their duty to their 
master in some towns; in others they were decidedly laggard. There is 
business ahead for the party lash.... 


ITHACA CHRONICLE, Wed. Nov. 5, 18465. 


11 












THE STORY OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT 
THE PASSING OF A ONE ROOM SCHOOL 

Scipio No. 9, later known as Ledyard No. 5, still later as the 

Barber’s Corners School House. The minutes of the District 

Meetings, from its beginning Sept. 24, 1814 to May 2, 1927. 


N\\ VW THIS is the story of one of the numberless one recm 
schools scattered all over our Finger Lekes Regicn, 
New York State, the U.S. A. It is an incredibly 
simple story. The events recorded are of little mo- 
Mi ment. Some verge, as we look at them now in retro- 

a _.. spect, on the trivial and the humorous. But to the 
WAN Ee, people that made those decisions, they were of the 
greatest importance; the welfare of the children depended on them. As 
we read the actions taken at the District Meetings of this particular 
one room scl ool hcvse, we are reminded that the same took place in 
thousands of similar schools all over the country. Trivial? No! Lefinit- 
ly not, for you see, it was not what was decided at these meetings that 
made history; it was the people, our picreers, our Cod given reople, 
who came from New England, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and settled 
on the Military Tract, they are the real history. Their names evoke in 
our hearts their bravery in facing the urkncwn in the kcrelend of the 
Cayugas and establish our present cay hamlets, villages erd cities in 
this unbelievably beautiful Finger Lakes Country. Their names are fa- 
miliar to us, here their great grand children still live and make their 
homes with us. The one room schcol house is gone! Now our children 
go to the Central Schools, but who can forget the bravery of these 
early Pioneer School Teachers and those whom they taught?ED.NOTE 


COPY OF NOTICE FOR FIRST DISTRICT MEETING 
IN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 9th 

The freeholders and taxable inhabitants residing in school district 
No. $Sthin the town of Scipio are hereby noticed to meet at the schoel 
House in said district on Wednesday the 12th day of Octcber Next at 
7 o’clock P. M. to form themselves into a school district Meeting and 
transact any other business relative toschool District as proper accorc- 
ing to Law. 


Bounderies of school district No. 9th begirning at the southwest 
corner of lot No. 114 on the reservation thence runnirg south to the 
south line of lot No. 121. Thence west until eighty rods east from the 
northwest corner of lot No. 127. Thence south to the south line of said 
lot thence south to the southeast corner of lot No. 142 thence north on 
the line of lots and by the roed to the angle of highway near James 
Stancliff’s thence west to the middle of lot No. 122 thence north to the 
north line of said lot thence west the place of beginning. 

Dated, Scipio September 24th, 1814. 

Signed, David Wusted. 

Eli Stilson. 
Elisha Durkee, Commissioners of Common Schcols 
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FIRST DISTRICT MEETING 
At a school meeting held at the school house in district No.{th, on 
Wednesday the 12th of October, in the year of our Lord 1814, pursuant 
to notice given by School Commissioners, proceeded as follows to vote; 
Ist, That Asa Beach be the Moderator of this meeting for the time 
being. 
2nd, That Eli Stilson be clerk of this District. 
3rd, That Wilber Dennis, 
Charles Gifford, 
Uriah Benedict, be Trustees. 
4th, Amaziah Allen 2nd, Collector. 
5th, To adjourn this Meeting until the lst day of November nextat 
1 o’clock P. M. at this place. E. Stilson, Clerk. 


SECOND DISTRICT MEETING 


Nov. Ist, 1814. Ata school meeting held according to adjournment 
proceeded to vote as follows; 

Ist, Asa Beach moderator. 

2nd, That the place where the school house now stands shall be the 
site for the schoolhouse in district No. 9th. 

3rd, That the trustees raise the sum of ten dollars to be appropri- 
ated to repair the school house. 

4th, That the sum of twenty dollars be raised to be appropriatedto 
supply the school with wood the present season. 

Eli Stilson, Clerk. 


THE PATTERN OF THE MEETINGS HAS BEEN SET. NOW FOL- 
LOW SOME EXCERPTS FROM THE RECORDS OF THE OTHER 


MEETINGS TO SHOW THE (momentous) DECISIONS TAKEN, SAL- 
ARIES PAID TO TEACHERS ETC, 


1819, voted; The parent or guardian of any scholar breakiy ane 
of glass and if such parents or guardians shall neglect te :ep'ace the 
same within three days, they shall pay twentyfive cents tothe ccliector 


of this district. 


1822, Trustees report. 


Public money, $48.10, of which; 
Winter school, 2 months and 9 and 1 half day, $30.42. 
Summer school, 4 and 1 half months. 
Public money applied, $17,65. 
Total spent,$48.10. 
Perry Howland,Clerk. 
Gidion A. Knap, Moderator. 


1822,.... Resolved that each school proprietor, furnish the school with 
wood suitable for the fire at the rate of one cord for every four scholars 
when called on by the trustees, within three days after notice if so re- 
quired by the trustees or pay the value thereof. 
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1830,....Resolved that the trustees be and they are hereby author- 
ized to build a privy for the use of the schcel. 
1831,....Resolved that nine dollars and nineteen cents of the mone} 

now in the hands of the trustees be appropriated to defray the expen- 
ses of the privy.... 

Cyrus Gage, Moderator. 

Perry Howland, Clerck. 
BY NOW THE OLD TOWN OF SCIPIO HAS BEEN DIVIDED AND 
THE SCHOOL FINDS ITSELF IN THE TOWNOFLEDYARD ANDIS 
KNOWN AS DISTRICT No. 5. 


At an annual meeting of the freeholders and taxable inhabitants of 
School District No. 5 in the town of Ledyard, held pursuant to public 
notice, at the School House in said District, on the first day of October 
1838; James H. Barber was chosen Moderator, and on motionof John 
Anthony Jr., Wm. D. Wooden was appointed Clerk for the ensuing 
year. Resolved that David Gifford, Calvin King and Curtis Bcoth be 
the Trustees of said district for the year ensuing. Resolved that John 
Anthony Jr. be Collector the ensuing year.... 

1839..., Resolved that the District. will appropriate the sum of 8.48 
towards the purchasing of a school district Library. Resolved that the 
additional sum of $11.52 be also raised by tax for the same purpose. 

Resolved that Nicholas D. Tripp be Librarian. 

1841....Resolved that the Trustees be authorized to levy atax of 
ten dollars on the taxable inhabitants of the district for the purpose of 
altering the position of the stove pipe in such a manner as to’secure the 
school house more effectually from fire. 

Resolved that William Alexander, Daniel Sisson, and John Anthony 
Jr. serve as Trustees for the ensuing year. 

1847,...Calvin King then moved that the District build a fence a- 
round the School House. 

1850....Resolved that we proceed to vote by ayes and nays on the 
adoption of a summer schcol for the term of sixteen weeks. 
(Following is the recorded list of those voting at this meeting, givirg 
us the clue as towho werethe inhabitants. Scre of the names are 
not clear. ED.NOTE. 


John Anthony, Calvin King, Abner Gifford, W. Mosher, 
W. D. Wooden, Daniel Sisson, Wm. Alexander, 

Perry Howland, P. Smith, H. Underhill, 

Jonathan Gifford, Foster Curtis, Charles Tumbler, 

W. Anthony, A. Wheeler, E. B. King, 

Charles Howland, J. W. Barber, Philip K. Dey, 

C.G. Ostrander, Ben. Beathie. Carried 17 to 5. 
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1851....Resolved that the Trustees be authorized to Paint the school 
house red so that all can easily spot its location. 


‘“‘TEACHERS’ WAGES”’ 
Report of Trustees for the year ending Oct. Ist, 1855. There has 
been three months winter and three months summer school by qualified 
teachers. Total teachers’ wages for the school year, $95.00. 


LISTING OF CLERKS TO 1877, A CLUE TOTHE INHABITANTS 

The clerks of this School District were Eli Stilson, Wilber Dennis, 
Perry Howland, Calvin King, John Anthony Jr. Wm. D. Wooden, Se- 
neca B. Dennis, Wm. Alexander, Abner S. Gifford, Nicholas D. Tripp, 
Hicks Anthony, Edward M. Dorland, Charles Gifford, Benj. F. Taber, 
Jason Alexander. 

Transcribed by Wm. D. Wooden, Feb. 22nd, 1877. 

1834., At the Annual School Meeting held in School District No. 5 
of the Town of Ledyard on Tuesday evening August 26th 1£84, George 
Pattington was chosen chairman. Arthur Snushall made the following 
report on teachers’ wages. The wages of O. Swayze for the winter 
term were, $112.00; for Mrs. Allen for the summer te1m $72.00. Total 
$184.00. Chosen at thls meeting, Mrs. Jane Pattingtcn, librarian, Wm. 
P. Sisson District Clerk. 


1899. Abstract of the minutes. The ‘‘teachers wages’’ was $203.00, 
total expenditure to run the school, $269,12. Non resident pupils were 
charged a fee of $2.30. 

TRAGEDY STRIKES. FIRE! 

1909. Special school meeting held at Arthur Gifford July 6 for the 
purpose of discussing plans for a new school house to replace the one 
burned on Sunday evening June 27, 1909. A committee was appointed to 
look after the cost of materials and labor; W. A. Alexander, G. W. 
Bancroft, C. P. Mitchell, Thomas Doyle and William Pattington. A.D. 
Gifford thought it would be well to decide on the size of the building 
and material to be used. After full discussion C. P. Mitchel put the mo- 
tion that it be built of wood and covered with shingles; 24 ft. wide and 
32 ft, long, and aten feetceiling, with a half pitch roof sided with 
white pine and ceiled inside with Georgia pine. The insurance money 
received from the Union Springs Bank was $300.00. The new building 
cost $500.00 By 1914 the ‘‘teachers’ wages were $850.00 By 1927, which 
is the last entry in the book $539.00 were spent. Not long after it suc- 
cumbed to the fate of all one room schools, the pupils are sent to the 
Sherwood Central School. The building still stands though, a silent mo- 
nument to the past. 


IMPORTANT APPENDIX 
WM. D. Wooden, the writer of these names all of whom he was: per- 
sonally acquainted, and with most of them quite intimately, came into 
the District on the 10th of May, 1814; row, March 21st, 1877, I am this 
day 75 years of age. Following were the inhabitants of the Barber’s 
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Corners School House District when the writer of these namesltekw 
first knew it, in 1814; every one of whom are now numbered with the 
dead, except the venerable Deacon Uriah Benedict, now in the 94th 
year of his age. And Joseph Morriscn, in his 78th year. Rev. Abner 
Wakeley, Clark Morrison, Orsemus Bowers, J. Cottrell, Issac Figg'rs, 
Edmund Crosby, Wm. Rogers, John Narmore, Wilter Dennis, Willizm 
Wooden, my grandfather, William, Philip, and Thomas Wooden, my 
uncles. Charles Howland, Wm. Barber, James H. Barber, Ira Barber, 
Victory Tousley, Gideon Knapp, Perry Howland, John Barber, Widow 
Wells, Asa Beach, Amaziah Allen, Amaziah Allen 2nd, Walter Reynolds 
Cornelius Weeks, Eli Stilson,] Austin Downs, Andrew Benedict, Dea. 
James Stancliff, Ruben Stevens, Widow Brisby, Charles Gifford, Alc 
Tallman, Daniel Ward, Thomas Estes, Joseph Estes, Capt. Carpenter, 
Abner Gifford, and Davis Hurd. 


A SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY 
OF YESTERYEARS 
BOATING AND CANALLING ON CAYUGA LAKE 
A TRAVEL REPORT OF 112 YEARS AGO 





CORRESPONDENCE OF THE COURIER AND ENQUIRE, LETTERS 
FROM CAYUGA LAKE, ITHACA CHRONICLE, JULY 30, 1845. 


THE TRIP STARTS IN NEW YORK CITY. 

It will be refreshing to you readers imprisoned in ile thovsard erd 
one hotstreets of tie Metropolis to hear the types talk of the clear 
and deep and cold waters of the Cayuga, and therich verdure of the 
cultured soil that skirts its sides.... 

WE ARRIVE, AND LEAVE AUBURN. ’ 

The locomotive walks on its vay cn leaving the village of Aubtrn 
through some ten miles of alternate field and forest, until its road is 
suddenly found by the side of a sheet of water, as clearand as lovely 
as ever refreshed the scorched and weary traveller by its beauty. A 
‘long and low’’ and very unpicturesque bridge is the next transit of the 
iron road, and at thi: po nt the tourist’s mental processes are generally 
divided between a miscellany of objects each of them claiming atten- 
tion. 

The broad Cayuga stretches to the southward as far as the eye can 
reach, or until its western shore curving gently to the eastward hides it 
from sight. The lengthened railway somewhat ingeniously placed upon 
piles, and for a considerable distance almost borne above the waters 
and marshes, border it. Old Cayuga Bridge, known in other dzys asthe 
representative of the best stock that ever rolled forth dividerds into 
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expanding purses, and in ‘‘the mud time’’ as the only trotting course 
between Buffalo and Albany, where ,,Sherwood’s’’ drivers made the 
old planks rattle and the horses endeavored to forget the “Slough of 
Despond’’ which they had left and were so soon again to encounter.. 

There is ahissing of steam at the wharf, which half persuades the 
weary traveller who has fallen asleep over this best portion of his jour- 
ney to wake up and take notice; it isthe De Witt, thus manifesting its 
impatience to be gone, and our voyage shall be with it, for it has all 
that tends to make it a pleasant one. 

WE LEAVE CAYUGA BRIDGE. 

For the first-six miles of the distance, the waters are, although of 
ample depth for all the purposes of navigation, com paratively shallow, 
and from their transparency, admit of every object being discovered and 
the boat seemed just suspended over the glistening pebbles or the ling 
grass that is matted over the bottom, and throvgh and around which 
schools of fish are in constant motion. In the winter all this portion of 
the lake is frozen, and generally to such an extent as toadmit of safe 
transit of loaded teams rivalling, and without toll, the Bridge, except- 
ed where chartered rights are protected even from the cold. 

For two miles the Auburn and Rochester Railway runs parallel with 
the lake and then branches off to the eastward. Just at the place where 
it leaves its southern course, is the well arranged residence of Peter 
Yawger, an old respectable citizen of ihe country, in 1840 the candidate 
of Mr. Van Buren’s friends for Congress from this district. 

WE REACH CANOGA. 

On the western side the village of Canogais reached. Near this 
quiet hamlet, whose founders deserve the public gratitude for having 
preserved an euphonous Indian name in dispite of the temptation which 
so many yield of perpetuating a Brown Town or Smithville, is the Ca- 
noga Point, where is believed was the true birth place of Sa-go-ye-wata 
or Red Jacket, known to the Union as the orator of his tribe and race. 

Long before the Cayuga Bridge was erected, Major John Harris 
was the manager of a noted ferry at that crossing, and was alsoa man 
of much influence and business with the Indians. Red Jacket when was 
asked concerning his birth plece, ke would count on his fingers and say 
‘‘One, two, three, four, above Jchn Harris,’’ srd recegnized Canoga 
as the true locality. It has features of natural beauty making it worthy 
of the home of an Indian statesman. 

WE ARRIVE AT SPRINGPORT. 

Changing our course to the eastward again, the villege of £pring- 
port is seen. In reaching it we pass by the only island on the lake.... 
From this place, the chief attraction to the traveller is on the Eestern 
shore. A short distance below Springport, there juts out a small but 
cultured point, memorable chiefly from havirg been the last abode of 
the few Indians who lingered about until the beginning of this century. 

The steamer takes her course near the shore, and it is right wel] 
that she does, for else we might lose the spectacle of one of the loveli- 
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est farmsin the Empire State...Ingleside, the resicerce o1W illiem R. 
Grinnell, which is situated a few milesto the south of Springport.... 


The slopes seem made for the very purpose of displaying to the 
best advantage every cove or improvement upon them....So clean ard 
trim is every field that in gazing at them from the steamer as it passes 
l can best describe it only by saying that it seems as if they Fad been 
swept out every morning. A superb grove of forest trees is left in pro- 
per position and thereisatangled corps of wild shrubbery suffered to 
fringe the banks. Here and there in the midst of ripening grain, are 
tall trees allowed to stand like watchmen over the hervest. 1 may safe- 
ly appeal to the many thousands who have passed threvgh Cayugalake 
whether I have not rather failed to do it justice than exeggeratedits 
beauty.... 

WE REACH THE LAND OF THE CONSTANT DAWN, AURORA. 

A glimpse of achurch spire throvghthe trees, reveals the presence 
of another village, and we are soon at the wharf of Aurora. Here the 
lake expands to a width of four miles more than rivaling the ‘Tappan 
Zee’’.... This expanse of lake or bay presents to the dwellers on its 
shores a series of ever changing features, varying only to present the 
landscape in some new combination of beauty and majesty; nc w refect- 
ing the superb lines of sunsets of unequaled splendor, the towers and 
pillars and mountains of gorgeously colored clcucs which are hergirg 
over the setting sun, like friends or followers at some conqueror’s death 
scene; now smooth as though the very dwelling of repose, and then 
whitened into foam by the very strength of the winds; it is ever charg- 
ing, ever fluctuating. The little settlement of Levanna forms one of the 
terminations of the gap, and a pcint of rock wern smccth by constent 
dash of waves. In the cove between there, the village of Aurora is sit- 
uated. It has, even now, features which constitute it one of the finest 
of rural villages in the State, and each successive year is adding to its 
beauty. The Academy is half hid by the vista of the trees; the church 
placed with excellent taste so near the beach that the murmur of the 
very waves almost mingles with the sound of the Sabbath hymn; the 
Common School House, not as in other localities, a vivid evidence of il- 
liberality, but a beautiful and appropiate building; a quaint lodge, dedi- 
cated in other days personally by De Witt Clinton, and still having his 
name on the foundation. And then there are private residences eviderc- 
ing refinement and architectural skill. Aurora was settled by men of 
great strength and energy of mind and purposes, and their mantle 
has been received and wern, It presents inducererts as a place of re- 
sidence excelled by few other country villeges.... There is awalk a- 
mong the Sycamore which trace their leafy columns where the wide, 
broad beach of hard gravel is washed by the recurring waves, which 
might tempt the traveller to linger at Aurora, to enjoy its cool shades 
or from it to watch the sunsets; but away with our trip. Rounding our 
progress southward, the Recky Point, to which I alluded, and which 
presents in its platform of arable soil, fringed by forests one of the 
most admirable locations. The steamer again changes its course ard 
proceeds to the Western side of the lake. 
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There is an abundance of fine farms andwidely cultured fields on 
both sides of the Lake as we progress southwards, thovgh not as showy 
as those in the vicinity of Aurora, and yet sustaining their part in mak- 
ing good the oft repeated saying that the Country of the Lakes is the 
very Garden of the State. Other small landings are soon passed, known 
more for their convenience, than for any special interest attached to 
them. On the Eastern shore is Himrods Point, believed to be the first 
settlement made on the Lake, an emigrant from Pennsylvania, having 
come in here sometime about the year 1788, when as yet the Indian 
in his canoe was the only voyageur. 

PORT DEPOSIT, TRUMANSBURG, TAUGHAROCK. 


Port Deposit is the place of shipment from Trumansburg, an active and 
rapidly increasing village. Herman Camp so widely known as a gener- 
ous and firm friend of colonization resides here. Goodwin’s Point de- 
mands a visit.... We come now to the entrance to a ravine in which 
is concentrated some of the most delightful, if indeed it may not, be 
characterized as majestic scenery as can be found in the State. 


Tagheanic (May the man have a pension, who preserved the Indian 
name!) winds along in most serpentine irregularity, now croutching 
down at the very foot of the high bluff and again shooting off to run 
wildly through the glen.... At theterminationof the gorge, the rocks 
at the side suddenly rise in perpendicular walls of hundreds of feet in 
heigth. Bare and almost without foliage, thrown like the grim old bat- 
tlements of which travellers tell us. On the rock to the right is the out 
line of what seems like an immense door, with cap and threshold wel}l 
defined, now eternally closed. Midway is the fall, 205 feet in height, as 
measured by the State geologist. It falls in cre unbroken crystal sheet 
more like a gigantic vail thrown over the rock, than like the dash of 
water. 

WE GET TO LUDLOWVILLE. 


....The steamer now leaves the western shore and verging slightly 
to the south, proceeds to the landing at Ludlowville on the east side of 
the Lake. The village is about a mile from the shore and more resem- 
bles in its situation one of those Swiss hamlets which are put away far 
down in thevalley.... 


WE REACH ITHACA, OUR FINAL DESTINATION. 


Having no other stopping place the steamer makes a straight wake 
for Ithaca, where the Lake terminates. The approach to the town is 
through a smallicreek inlet. At the mouthof this stream a pier has been 
erected, as a protection from the winds. ...For about a mile the steam- 
er treads her way till it reaches the Ithaca wharf..The villege in allits 
loveliness of green trees and white cottages, the life and bustle of its 
trade is directly beneath the high hills. Simeon De Witt selected this 
as the place of his sepulture. 

Signed, ‘‘Sentinel.’’ 
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ONE WAY OF MAKING CAPITAL, BY DESTROYING CAPITAi. 
A news item from a local paper. Source unknown. Year 1898. 
The Onondaga soon to be biown up. 

The date for the blowing up of the Seneca lake steamer The 
Onondaga, has been definitely fixed at Wednesday, September 
14, rain or shine. Much interest has been manifested by people 
allover the country in the novel exhibition as talked of, but now 
that the arrangements are all completed, the destruction of the 
noble old ship by a mine similar to the one that destroyed the 
battleship Maine, promises to attract more attention than was 
first expected. It is intended to make it the grandest spectacu- 
lar exhibition ever offered tothe American public, which is quite 
a strong assertion, but which Menager Herendeen feels is none 
too strong. The railroads have agreed to make reduced rates to 
the point of exhibition, which will be near Geneva, and arrange- 
ments for acrowd of 20,000 people are under way. Large parks 
have been engaged on each side of the lake, from which the 
event can be witnessed, and a large fleet of steamers will run 
every few minutes from Geneva to the parks. The Onondaga has 
been dismantled of her machinery and is fast being prepzred for 
the “‘blow up.”’ Five hundred pounds of gun cotton willte 
placed in the hold anda mine underneath. At different points 
en the boat, inflamable material will be placed. Moored at some 
distance from the boat, on a barge, theindependent Battery 
will fire into the old boat from small field pieces. The smoke 
stack has been so arranged that when the explosion occurs it 
will be carried high into the air. Itis the intention after the dy- 
namite has been exploded and the boat set on fire, to have the 
mine underneath, which wiil be connected to a Western Union 
line on shore, touched off by Governor Blach from the executive 
chamber in Albany, where a telegraph instrument is located. 
The Onondaga is 200 feet long, 44 feet beam and has a capac,- 
ty of 1500 passengers. Whatever money is obtained by the ex- 
plosion will be devoted to building a new steamer for the Sene- 
ca Lake. 


ED. NOTE; The reason for this unusual decision by the owners of 
the Onondaga to have it deliberately blown up, was tocomply with the 
marine quarantine laws ofthe times. It had become a ‘‘pest ship,’’ a 
show troupe had come down with small por. 
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(+B orber’s Corners one room school house as it now stances .irvsed, 
but elogu-ntly speakir g of the past. See stoiy on p. 12. Some «1 the 
tetta rs who faichtui y caught there were; Fannie Taylor, Susen Brown 
Matilda Jacobs, Adolphus Searing, George Sweyze, Fred Bowen, Frank 
Kent, Wm. Ot’s, Osear Swayze, Sar:h Howlcrd, Nelscr Stevers, Mery 


l mpkins, karcia Groom, Avgusta Phelps, Martha Bancroft, Luc) 
Antiony, and others. 





Inlsl7at Avrora, N. Y., along the shore of Cayvga Lake, on the wharf 
of Richard Morgan, Roswell Towsley built in these parts the first steam 


flouring mill. It failed because people at that early time had all sorts 
of fears of ‘‘steam’’ used as power. 
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A FIRST INDUSTRY 





Indian pottery sherds, ard buildirg bricks mece ty the Cerr femi'y 
from the same clay pits on the Tuscarora Site, Farley’s Pcint. 





The true and imported Li tus Lillies new grcwirg at Carr's Cove 
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Tarley’s Point is the graveyard cf several ships, large and small, that 
plied the waters of Cayuga Lake. The fateiul afternoon cf July 27 1907 
the 87 year old, double-decker side-wheeler, the Frontenec, went u» 

ilemes during a gele. Nine wcn-enand children leapec tovheir Ceeth. 
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‘‘We do grant unto said Elisha Smith of the Town of Scipio, the privi- 
ledge of prictising Physic and Surgery in this State.”’ One of the very 
first Licenses granted by thethen newly orgarized Cayuga County Me- 
dical Society. It is dated Nov. 12, 1816. See story on p. 33. 
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ERIE CANAL ENLARGED 
From the Journal of Commerce, New York. 

The Welland Canalis now fast approaching the completion of its en- 
largment, by means of which vessels of 400 tons can pass through with- 
out breaking bulk, from Lake Ontario to our great Western lakes, and 
unless we provide a channel to our port for the commerce thus brought 
upon lake Ontario, a great portion of it must seek a market through the 
waters of the St. Lawrence. How could the Erie Canal be enlarged to the 
size necessary to afford a passage to vessels navigating the lukes, as far 
West as say, Montezuma, which would be sufficiently far to embrace the 
embouchure of the most important lateral canals, it would remain to 
connect this with lake Ontario by a canal of adequate size, in order to 
secure an uninterrupted communication from Chicago, or any of our 
Western ports, direct to our city, in the same vessels which ply upon 
our lakes. 

A great portion of the work of enlargement on this section of the ca- 
nal has already been done and the comparatively small amount necessary 
to complete the enlargement to Montezuma, is of little moment in view of 
the immense ultimate advantage. 

Montezuma is distant from lake Ontario about 12 miles, and, as as- 
certained by a survey made some years ago by the late Dr. Campbell, 
can be connected with the spacious harbor of Great Sodus Bay on lake 
Ontario at an expense comparatively trifling... , for a sum of 500.00... 
A further benefit resulting from this would be the drainage of the Mon- 
tezuma Maxshe with ensuing value of those lands, 


Ithaca Chronicle. 

Wed. March 26, 1845. 

Ed. NOTE; 

The Welland Canal, was animportant Canadian ship canal, 27 miles 


long, between Lake Erie and lake Ontario, begun in 1824 and completed 
in 1843. It was 14 feet deep. 


YANKEE INVENTIVE INGENUITY 
AN ADVERTISEMENT OF THE TIMES 
All who desire to plant and cultivate in the easiest and best man- 
ner and with the least expense will find this, 
NEW IMPLEMENT 
well adapted to their wants. 
It will plant Potatoes, Corn, Beans, Peas Beets, Carrots, Turnips, 
ete., and cultivate the same more perfectly than can be otherwise done 
and is also the best and cleanest potato digger in use. It will pay for 
itself from the increase in crops in one season. 
Send for circulars, and make orders early if desired for Spring use. 
S. W. Hall, Inventor and Proprietor. 
Elmira, N. Y. 
Country Gentleman, Nov. 6, 1862. 
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A PIONEER SETTLER OF LOT NO.1, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
THE ‘‘SQUARE,’’ TOWN OF SCIPIO, CAYUGA COUNTY, N. Y. 
DEACON AUTHER SMITH 
Biogranhicai and gexreological data and family letters 
First Installment 


“GO WEST YOUNG MAN” 
Vincennes Arr. 19, 1819. 
My Dear Elisha; 
When Oh! when is the roving t~aveller home. 
a When is the mystic flight stayed. Can his mind not 
ee, be settled on the beautiful banks of the Chio, nor on 
P ~ the fertile banks of the Webesh. Mighty Gocs! What 
can more attract his genius and attention? What cen be more diverting 
and fantastic? The majestic v.aters of the Mississippi are far more 
stupendous, they exhibit greater, far greater views to the mind of an 
ignorant home bred boy. They are all diffusing knowledge and strengthen- 
ing the mind of youth. It is creatirg a lasting knowledge in his mind, 
extended his conception to something noble and enterprising, such dear 
sir, are my views in leaving this, at once beautiful, and fertile country 
with which I am delighted and where my interest considerably is, but 
I have a sort of strong, curious curiosity of once viewing the still low- 
er countries. Concieve me, dear sir, not extravagant ifI tell ycu that 
once again I have taken up passage fcr New Crlezrs at which plece I 
shall probably arrive in the n.onth of Mey. How leng I shall stay in 
that place I know not, or when | shall again visit that old barren plece 
(the State of New York). I cannot tell, but when I do I hope 1 shall 
once more behold you in the happy pursuits of civil life enjcying perce 
and happiness with a lovely family calculated to prolong your kapyy 
days and ease the load of life; and may such be the situation of Froth- 
er Ansel and Sister Betsy whom I hold most dear as united by ties of a 
love and affection as relations to whom at the first opportuniiy pleese 
kind brother, do tender my sincerest love.... I have purchased in the 
upper country of the Wabash in the State of Dlircis ina fertile ccun- 
try four lots of land ata great bergain. I was cfiered in less than ten 
minutes after closirg my targain four huncred dollars for the trect. 
This I only considered an ?%? I shall in some five or six years recieve as 
many thousands. Six boats will start this day from the town of York 
(C. Fitch’s Town) for New Orleans. Next fall twelve more are eng: ged 
to go. Such is the seaport business on the Wabash at the port of York, 
at once a beautiful and flourishing town. Farewell Dear Brother and 
Sister. 





Respectfully yours, 
Benoni Smith. 


Folded paper addressed; 
Doct. Elisha Smith, Hamburg, Buffalo Post Cff-ce, 
Niagara County, New York. Post marked; Vincennes, Apr.22,1819- 
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Letter from Benoni Smith to his wife, Maria A. Smith 


Addressed to; The Square, Cayuga Co., N. Y. 
THE SENSATION OF A RIDE IN A FIRST RAILWAY TRAIN 


ED. NOTE; ‘‘The Square,’’ Was the first lot on the Military Tract in 
the Town of Scipio. The letter was written while on a buying trip for 
his store. The spelling and the absence of punctuation has been repro- 
duced as in the original. 

Troy, Oct. Os, 1831. 


....We arrived in Auburn after Cark soon as I got a little com- 
fortable my attention was arrested by the blast of the drivers horn and 
the passengers near me summoned to the stage coach upon inquiry it 
was the Telegraph ready for the cash I took a seat and ina moment | 
was flying tothe East and notwithstanding the bad state of the roads 
found myself in Schenectady on friday evening the next after I had 
set out from Aiburn literally only one day | might have gone over to 
Albany the same evening but resolved to spend the night there that | 
might enjoy some rest in order to see the oj eraticns of the Railroad | 
slept soundly awokein the morning a sound of breakfast belland set out 
by stage for the railway arrived there 1 was stuck with the simplici- 
ty of the thing there were several curs drawn out upon the way in- 
to which we were directed into seats after seating myself in the outer 
seat of the last one in the train my attention was occupied with the 
subject upon me 1 wanted to inguire fer the locomotive that was to 
propel us forward I was no more then enswered than my attention was 
arrested by its appearence down the road I gazed upon it a moment 
with admiration and here for the first time did I ever realize the idea 
of a steamboat on land it came up with the swiftness of an eagle cut- 
ting the air and without the least cbating its rapidity till ] felt some 
alarm anda passenger sitting near by my side leaped frcm the car but 
| kept my seat resolved to trust the skill of the managers in an instant 
asit were its velocity ceased and the cars made fast end we begento 
feel the influence fast drawing us forward and in a little time we were 
under full motion the first halfway was over intwenty minutes we took 
in water and soon started again and the other half of the twelve miles 
was run in five minutes a little more than 2 minutes to a mile which is 
said to fly and I felt no uneasiness from the trip 1 was very much an- 
noyed the first half of the way by the fire and cinders that was constant- 
ly flying and kept lodging on our clothes I got my face considerably 
burnt but at the stopping place I shifted my pcsition took an inside seat 
and enjoyed the ride very much and am now satisfied thata railroad 
will soon be constructed from New York or Albany to Buffalo when 
that is donea person may take his breakfast in Buffalo his dinner in 
Syracuse and his supper in Albany.... 
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ED. NOTE; For the following data on the Auther Smith family we are 
grateful to Marion (Manchester) Nelson; Mrs. Byron V. Nelson now 
residing at Ithaca N. Y. 

BENONI SMITH kept store at ‘‘THE SQUARE”’ or what is now 
called NUMBER ONE, from 1825 at least until 1833, possibly longer. 
[t was located in the house where Mr. Dee Mosher has lived for many 
years and right next to the Presbyterian Church of which he was a 
member as was his father DEACON AUTHER SMITH, who lived near 
by, right next to the BIG GULLY. Later he moved to a new home on 
the road that runs from Rt. 34B to district No. 6 School House, the 
place where his grandson, Willard D. Smith lived for many years. 


DEACON AUTHER SMITH had come as a pioneer from Verment 
about 1800. He had married ABIGAIL (NABB) FITCH, Apr. 10, 1792 
in Pawlet, Vt., and BENONI was their fourth child. They first settled 
on a farm lot given them by her father, ELISHA FITCH whe had pur- 
chased, in 1794, Lot 20 of the Military Tract which is roughly bounded 
by the road from Scipioville one mile east, thence south about a mile, 
then west on what is now knovn as MANCHESTER ROAD to the cor- 
ner where Phebe King lives, then scuth on Rt. 24B back to Scipioville. 

About 1812, Nabby died and Auther married sometime between 
1812 and 1816, POLLY (GORHAM) BOTSFORD, widow of JOHN 
HARPEN BOTSFORD, and whose cavgyhter, MARIE ANTOINETTE 
BOTSFORD married in 1821, Benoni Smith. His third wife was ABI- 
GAIL (SWIFT) BASSETT, widow of THOMAS BASSETT. She was 
named in his will. Scipioville was once called FITCHES CORNERS be- 
cause so many Fitcies lived around there, one of them having kept a 
store there. 

Data on the organization of the Presbyterian Society in the 
Town of Scipio, on the fAilitary Tract; and Deacon Auther 
Smith’s active participation in pioneer Presbyterianism 


RELIGIOUS C)RPORATIONS; Book A, Cayuga Co., Jan. 1794 
to 1892, p. 2° ‘‘Whereas, we the subscribers being duly appointed for 
inspectors for an electicn held on the 29th day of December in the year 
of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and ninetyfeur, at the kcuse 
of Elisha Fitch, Esquire for the purpose of electing trustees for the 
First Presbyterian Society in the Town of Scipio, in the Co. of Onon- 
daga, do certify that Dr. V. Silas Holbrook, Zeeb Taylor, John Rich- 
ardson, Esp., Capt. Daniel Mark Benjamin Tracy, and Capt. Abner 
French are duly elected trustees for the said society. Given under our 
hand seal this twenty-ninth of December, 1794.’’ 

Elisha Fitch, L. S. 
John A. Thompson, L. S. 

Scipio, Dec. 30, 1794. Personally appeared before me, Seth Fhe!ps 
First Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for the County of Onondaga 
Elisha Fitch and John A. Thompson who acknowledged they each signed 
and sealed the foregoing Instrument as their voluntary act and deecs 
for the uses and purposes therein mentioned. 


Seth Phelps. 
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Written along the edge of the page is the following;‘‘Recoréed the 
thirty-first day of December, 1794.’’ Benjamin Ledyard, Clerk. 

In the Records of the Middle Association of Ministers and Church- 
es on the Military Tract and its vicinity, from 1804-10, we find the fol- 
lowing entries in regard to Deacon Auther Smith. 

p.33, Deacon Auther Smith from the church of Scipio was among 
the delegates and took his seat in the Assembly. 

p. 41, Milton, Dec. 4, 1804. The Middle Association of the Military 
Tract and its vicinity convened by letters from the Moderator of said 
Assoc. founded on the request from Rev. Jabez Chadwick and the First 
Church of Christ in Milton for the purpose of looking into certain dif- 
ficulties which have arisen from the disagreement about the purposed 
place of worship. AUTHER SMITH of Scipio was among the delegates 
from the churches. 

p. 70, At a meeting at the house of Jchn Atwater of Milton, Jrne 
17, 1806, Deacon Auther Smith wes present. 

p. Annual meeting at Pompey for the Military Tract and its vicini- 
ty, June 2, 1807, Deacon Auther Smith was present. 

p. 195, At a meeting of the Middle Association in Pompey, Deacon 
Auther Smith was present. 

From the Records of Cayuga Presbytery. 

p.31, Third stated meeting in Brutus on August 20, 1811, Deacon 
Auther Smith was a delegate frcm Scipio; also at a meeting at Skane- 
ateles, Sept. 10, 1811; also at the fourth stated meeting in Aurera, Feb. 
18, 1812. 

p. 49. Present at meeting in Genoa, Feb. 16, 1812. 

p. 57, Present at Auburn, June 22, 1813; and Feb. 2, 1815. 


One reason why the soldie-s of the Revolution came from New 
England, Pennsylvania and New Jersey to claim their allotment 
of land on the Military Tracz; it has always held aboutthe best 
farm lands. 

Genoa, Cayuga Co. May 6. Rather cool with frequent showers during 
past week. Most of the oats ani barley are sown. The ground has been 
in grand order, Wheat looks splendid. A farmer who has seen half acen- 
tury, says he never saw it look beiter. A recent trip through parts of Ca- 
yuga and Tompkins, has shown but few poor pieces. Fruit prospects are 
good and visions of pears, apples and peaches are before us. 

Agricola. 
Country Gentleman, May, 15, 1862. 

Auburn, June 8. On the first of June winter wheat and spring wheat 
grass, barley, oats and peas, and fruits, never looked better, or promis- 
ed a more bountiful’yield than this year. May was a remarkable grow- 
ing month for all vegetation. The 9th of May, cherries and plums were 
in full blossom. Peaches on the 11th, lilacs on the 17th, apples and pears 
the 18th, horsechestnuts the 20th. 

J. B. Dill. 
Country Gentlemen, June, 16, 1864. 
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OPENING THE RAILROAD AT THE VALE OF AURCRA 
An original poem by Esther B. White. 


Great grandmother of George Lyon, two of the pioneering families 
tr the Town of Ledyard. 


Sweet Vale of Aurora the pride of our land 

A gem richly set in Cayuga’s bright strane; 
Remote from large cities, from noise of the town, 
Her wealth and her beauty is scarcely made known. 


Surrounded by landscape whose beauty can charm, 
Serenely she nestles in nature’s proud arm, 

And quite unpretending she meekly these lay 

When sharp clicks of magic were sounded that way. 
They instantly told news of the day, 

Of wonderful scenes in the land far away. 

The click came o’er mountains and rocks with such ease, 
Through many large towns and beneath the dark trees. 
And now fair Aurora pray open your eyes, 

A bright day is dawning for you in the skies. 

Now send forth your forces and build a new plain 

And let the fire horse con-e in here with his train; 

And soon will mingle with scenes yet unknown, 
Aurora will rise to a notable town. 


She sent forth her forces and lald the smooth plain, 
And now only waits for the firey horse train: 

He is on the track with an over charged freight 
The crates of our own and our neighboring State. 
He soon will be here for | hear his shrill cry 

And the breath of his nostrils ascends to the sky. 
In front of the college the horse slacks his pace 
That all who are wishing can visit the place, 

And gently address those fair ladies so gay 
Receive in return a sweet blushing bouquet. 

And now they are coming, Ah yes, they are here, 
She will give them welcome and hearty good cheer, 
Our friends, znd acquaintances and stargers and ail 
Are welcome, thrice welcome to our open kail. 

The dinner is pipping, ard scon will be fetched, 
For style and for luxury cannot be matched; 

Each one can be helped to whatever he wish, 
Variety gives each his favorite dish. 

And when you have feasted and wish to move on 
Our bravest will rally to aid you along, 

And may you receive as you stop on your way, 

The same hearty welcome you met here today. 
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THE CALIFORNIA FEVER 
The ‘‘gold rush’’ affects our young men 


Moorman island 
Oct. 24 1853 


Dear brother i suppose you want to hear from me andi have 
thougt of riting to you but have just got at iti amin california 
yet enny how but the pile i donf say eny tning a bout it smith 
and i hava got a sheir in two claims here which cost us three 
hundred and twenty five dollars but they cannot ke bout now for 
eight hundred we got today in one clame two ounces of gold 
which we own one half expensis on this claim are ten dallars per 
day which we pay one half gold is worth seventeear doilars and 
forty cents per ounce here on our other ciame which weown 
but one forth we have struck dirt that pays four dollars to the 
pan ithinki will wash out a pan of dirt in the morning and en- 
close the gold that i get out of it in this ietter california is a 
rough country itis nothing but hills and gulchis i think i shall 
send home Money enough to pay the mortgage in the srping i 
expect to see miss downer a pokeing a long before many weeks 
downer is doing very well this summer but never has don much 
before their is lots af men here that came here in forty nine 
tiat have not got moaey enough to get home their is people 
here from all nations of the worid i have never received but two 
letters from home since i left i have had two from J A Dunham 
i rote Zack sicler but received none from him i want you to rite 
to me as soon as you get this this i want to know the partick- 
lers in Bridgeport if their is eny i would like to know how cyn- 
tha and little eli gets a long cyntha rote me a few lines the fort 
of july when you was at Bridgeport and that is way i come to 
rite this to you Il have nothing more to rite that is of eny acount 


Jefferson H. Jepson 


ED. NOTE; The village of West Cayuga, N. Y., was at one time 
known as Bridgeport; the name giving reference tothe famous Cayuga 
Lake Bridge, the then longest bridge in America. The Cayuga Lake 
Bridge Company was chartered March °8, 1797. It was for a number of 
years the best paying stock investment in the U. S. A. Sullivan’s sol- 
diers were compelled to wade the Montezuma swamps. John Harris ran 
the first ferry. 

The spelling and the lack of punctiation is reproduced asin the 
original letter. The reader will recognize expressions that have now be- 
come part of our accepted vernacular snch as; ‘‘strike it rich,’’ ‘‘pay 
dirt.”’ ‘it doesn’t pan out,”’ stake a cluim.”’ 
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AN ABORIGINAL AND FIRST WHITE SETTLERS 
POTTERY AND BUILDING BRICK INDUSTRY 
iN CAYUGA COUNTY, N. Y. 


Farley’s Point and the adjacent Carr’s Cove (See illustrations and 
map on pages 22 and 23.) on Cayuga Lake, are noted not only for their 
sheer natural beauty and romance of the history of that region, but fcr 
what is now not so commonly known as the site of one of the first pio- 
neering red clay brick industries in the State. 

The red clay found there first attracted the Indians who settled 
there in a village and have left some of the most interesting pottery 
sherds, but later through a coincidence of history, as the white settlers 
came into this region and the Carr’s family befriending the Chief of a 
small remaining group of Tuscaroras, the secret of pottery making was 
passed on to them. 


The substratum of this site is made up of four to six feet of the 
finest red clay. The bricks were made on location and transported on 
the lake by flat bottom boats. Quite a number of buildings now still 
standing up and down the region of Cayuga Lake, are made of bricks 
manufactured by the Carr family who settled this spot right after the 
opening of the Military Tract, JamesCarrhaving served as a soldier of 
the Revolution. The sand for the grit and tempering process was ob- 
tained from the Great Gully Brook nearby. The mixture was pleced in 
a three feet high and eight feet in circumference wooden vat with 
paddles inside and turned by horse power. Chief Canastoga first taught 
the secret of the clay manufacture to the Carrs. Theclay was placed 
in wooden molds for a first hardening process. Then they were taken 
to the drying shed, and finally to the kiln for fireing. The kiln was fired 
with wood brought to the spot on flat boats. 


This *‘home type’’ brick industry came to an end when the intro- 
duction of machinery proved too much competition. 

ED. NOTE; Information obtained at a recent interview with Hart- 
man Carr. 








A PIONEERING PHYSICIAN OF CAYUGA COUNTY 
THE LICENSING OF ELISHA F. SM!TH TO PRACTICE MEDICINE 


The Legislature of 1806 gave authorization for the formation of 
County Medical Societies with certain powers and duties conferred 
upon them. Previously, all persons wishing to enter the practice of 
‘‘Physic and Surgery,’’ were required to present evidence of their 
‘‘competency’’ to the Chancellor of the State, to a Judge of the Su- 
preme or Common Pleas Court, or toa Master Chancery, aré upcnthe 
reception of a certificate entitling them to practice, the applicants were 
to file it in the County Clerk’s Office, under the penalty of receiving no 
remuneration, or in case compensation was received, to be fined $25.00 
each time pay was received. 

The law authorizing Medical Societies conferred authority on them 
to grant licenses and eva!uate and recognize diplomes frcm other Siates 
and Counties, but such licenses and diplomas were also required to be 
filed in the County Clerk’s Office under the same penalty. 

On August 7, 1806 a group of physicians among some forty then 
practicing in Cayuga County met atthe tavern of Daniel Avery in 
Aurora and organized the Cayuga County Medical Association. 

Among those present were; Asabel Cocley of Fleming, Frederic 
Delano of Aurora, Isaac Dunning, Luther Hanchett, Silas Folbrcck, 
Barnabas Smith and Ezra Strong of Scipio, Gonsider King of Venice, 
Parley Kinney of Sherwood, and James McClung, John Pest and Mat- 
thew [allman of Scipioville. 

On the first Thursday of November, 1£(6 a meeting was held at the 
tavern of Leo, Stevens in Scipio and the first ‘‘By-lews’’ were pre- 
sented and adopted. 

Among these, there was this Declaration te be signed, 

‘* T---do solemnly declare that I will honestly, virtuously, and chas- 
tily conduct myself in the practice of physic and surgery, with the pri- 
viledges of exercising which profession I] em now to be invested; ard I] 
will with fidelity and honor, do everything in my power for the benefit 
of the sick committed to my charge.’’ 

Sometime in Nov. 1806, the office of Dr. Barnabas Smith of Scipio 
was selected as the place of meeting for the succeeding year. The li- 
brary was also directed to be kept there and Dr. Barnabas Smith was 
appointed librarian. 

At the annual meeting in 1817, Drs. Pitney, Ire H. Smith and Cole 
were appointed a committee toconsider the propriety cf a medical 
school in Auburn, and in 1819, the Society petitioned the inspectors of 
the State Prison at Auburn, to give the bodies of deceased convicts for 
dissection. 


ED. NOTE; Please see p. 24. 
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GENEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT 
Listing of burials. Manuscript of Austin B. Cemstock 


ED. NOTE; Regional Historians are invited to contribute data 
of burials of geneologica! interest from their local cemeteries. 


Jan. 17, 1929. Allen, Lafayette; born May 5, 1855 at South Addison. 
Buried at Kline. 

May 27, 1927; Armstrong, Robert, in Ithaca. Born in England April 
24, 1854, buried at Genca. 

Dec. 4, 1929; Armstrong, Lillie Davis. Born at Lansing, Nov. 18,18&6. 

Nov. 24, 1928; Armstrong Thomas, at Rochester, born in England, Dec. 
21, 1831, buried at Genoa. 

Jan. 13, 1926; Arnold, Benjamin A., at Auburn, age 8&8, buried E. Venice 

Oct. 7, 1925; Atwater, George W., in Auburn, born Genoa, Sept.26 1&9 

Apr. 18, 1925; Atwater, Phoebe Jane Nichols, born Apr. 21, 1888, 
buried at Genoa. 

Aug. 26, 1923; Atwood, Calvin, born Apr. 12, 1883 in Moravia, 
buried at !ndian Mound. 

Jnly 17, 1919: Avery, Orlando M. at Earlville, born Genoa Oct.19,1&€9. 

Sept. 11, 1919; Avery Sarah at Earlville, born Mar. 18, 18£5, 
Chautauqua County. 

Feb. 8, 1925; Avery, Ruth, born Scipio July 14, 1884, buried at Genoa. 

Aug. 1, 1929; Andrews, Vestina, age 79, buried at East Venice. 

Aug. 15, 1933; Austin, Frederick E. age 78, buried at East Venice. 

Dec. 19, 1929; Avery, A. George at Spokane, born Moraviain 18€0. 

July 14, 1937; Allington, Frank, at Utica, ege £0. 

Feb. 1, 1986; Andrews, Adelbert, in Cooperstown, age £9, Fcrt Hill. 

Feb. 4, 1986; Atwater, Lewis L., age 79, buried Kirg Ferry. 

Dec. 13, 1924; Banker, Temperance, born Moravia Cct. ¢C, 1£48. 
Buried at Fort Hill, Auburn. 

Nov. 17, 1927; Bates, Wm. at Moravia, born May 8, J859 buried In. M. 

Mar. 1, 1926; Beasds'ey, Franklin, at Ithaca, born June 2, 1847. 

Apr. 6, 1927; Beebee, Eben, in Scipio, age 79, buricd Popier Ricge. 

July 2, 1922; Beebee, Amy Dickerson, age 80, buried at Chestnut Hill. 

Dec. 14, 1913; Benedict, Louise, in Throop, torn Sept. £C, 1€£E. Wes 
buried in Genoa. 

Aug. 14, 1920; Bennett, Chas. W., age 82, buried East Venice. 

Apr. 24, 1922; Booker Caroline, age 85, buried in I edyard. 

Mar. 22, 1918; Bower Markus, born Jan. 27, 1&5], buriee et Geroe. 

Dec. 23, 1928; Bower Jane Learn, age 87, buried in Genoa. 

Oct. 31, 1908; Brutcn Wm., born June 5, 1£28 at Cullmulin, Jrelard. 
Came to this country in 1864, buried in King Ferry. 

Dec. 18, 1926; Bump Mary Harmon, age 83, buried et Fort Hill. 

Jan. 31, 1923; Bush Charles, age 75, buried at Kirg Ferry. 





July 27, 1922; Burrough Julia, age 90, buried Soule, at Auburn. 

Mar. 29, 1931; Banker Joseph S., age &7 buried Forth Hil], Auburn. 
July 1, 1931; Beardsley Warren, in Coriland, age 76, buried Indian M. 
Dec. 24, 1941; Bebee Wm., at Un. Springs; age £6, buried Un. Sprs. 
Sept. 8, 1933; Boles Lester, born Almond,Sept. 20 1851 buried K. Ferry 
Mar. 4, 1929; Bradley Danie’, age 94, buried King Ferry. 

Feb. 6, 1934; Brink Andrew, age 88, at Trumansburg buried N. Lansing 
Apr. 29, 1934; Bruton Michael, born in Ire'and, ege £8, buried K. Ferry 
June 8, 1922; Caldwell Harriett, age £0, born in Venice, buried K. Ferry 
Jan. 30, 1920; Cannon Alphonso, born June 19, 1846, buried K. Ferry. 
Jan. 4 192)9;Cannon Thomas, born April 1, 1839, buried Fort Hill. 

Jan. 28, 1929; Charnley Ellen, age 81, bur’ed Fort Hill, Auburn. 

Nov. 24, 1927; Cogswell Ben. P., born August 26, 1846, in Venice. 

Apr. 22, 1926; Cole Stephens, born Feb. 9, 1848, at Niles, buried Genoa. 
spt. 3, 1920; Connell Mary, born Venice Aug. 16, 1857, buried Genoz. 
Sept. 18 1919; Cruthers Lucretia, born M ay £¢, 1£F0. 

Miy 1, 1823; Culver Nellie, born Mar. 16, 1849, buried in Ridgway. 
Jan. 27, 1929; Cutler Jennie, born Jan. 21, 184%, buried Indian Mound. 
Aug. 24, 1931; Coffin Charles, age £9, buried Lest Venice. 

Apr. 27, 1929; Conklin Alvin, ege £2, buried Evergreen. 

Nov. 8, 1934; Cutler Willard, age 86, buried |ndian Mound. 

Feb. 24, 1927; Day S. Edwin, age 87, buried at Indian Mound, Moravia. 
Oct. 5, 1917; Decker Anthony, in Skaneateles, age S€. 

Apr. 26, 1918; Dingy David, in Sempronius, age 74, kuried in Genoa. 
Mar. 16, 1927; Dingy Dora, age 70, buried in Genca. 

Feb. 18, 1920; Donalson Barbara, born Ceroe, Sept. 2, 1844 

Jan. 19, 1928; Donovan Stephen, born in Ireland 1£41, Luried VeniceC. 
Mar. 16, 1931; Davis Sarah, age &6, buried North Lansidg. 

Oct. 1, 1933 Divine Charles, age 85 buried at Stewarts Corners. 

May 1929; Dalton Eli, age 84, buried at King Ferry. 

Feb. 17, 1933: Douglas Henry, age 72, Luried at Genoa. 

Dec. 26, 1932; Dresser Elliott, age 82. 

Feb. 23, 1935; Dickerson Burr, age 73, buried Scipio Center. 

Oct. 20, 1936; Dodd Fred, age 79, buried in Belltown. 

Sept. 3, 1937; Dolton Emiline, age 93, buried ten Ferry. 

A pe. 24, 1027; 213392 Biizabath, bora Nov. 7, 1859, buried E. Venice. 
Aug. 1, 1930; Eddy Ella, age 76, buried in Fi ird Cemetery. 

Dec. 22, 1996, Fell, John, in Auburn, age 79, buried Poplar Ridge. 





oe 


To be continuad in the next issue. 
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LISTING OF FARM OWNERSHIP IN LOWER CAYUGA COUNTY 
Manuscript of Ernest J. Young 


TOWN OF LEDYARD 

ED. NOTE; Regional Histcrians are invited to contribute data 

on farm ownership in their own locality as an aid to geneological 
tracing of family ancestral lineage. 

Data Includes farm number, lot number, present owner’s name, 
former owners, and tenants. Tenants followed by (T), owners marked 
thus(O), when not residing on the farm (X). 

Farm 1, lot 113, Wm. H. Young estate, Indian Glen farm; General 
Pettit about 1850, Allen D. Morgan, Giles Slocum, John VanLiew, 
John Young, Ernest J. Young (t.), Frank S. Delano (t.), Thomas 
Delaney (t.), Wilbur Bower (t.) Wm. H. Young (x.), James Baylor(t.) 
George Boylor (t.) Thom. Kelley (t.), Raymond Delaney (t.) Ernest 
J. Young (t.) 

This farm is the site of an Indian Village. One of the first grist, 
carding aid saw mills wes loceted in the Big Gully on this farm The 
dams and raceways for these mills are stiii visible. 

Farm 2, lot 116, Wm. brewater, Michael Redmond, Michael Redmond 
Jr. (t.), Richar: Redmcnd (t.). 

Farm 3, lot 115, [10 aas Delaney, Edgar Mosher Sr., who pioneered in 
this section; Chas. Mosher (t.), Amos Moster (t.), R. Stone (t.), 
David Ramsey (0.), John King (t.), Mrs Robert Smith (x,), Edward 
Varney (t.), Robert Smith, Jr. [t.], John Ward (t.], T. Delaney (o.) 
Farm 4, lot 112, Ambrose Sperry, Mrs. Danie! Haw’ey. This plot is 
the site of an Indian fort; and is situated at the junction of two gullies 
forming a natural (efense on three sides with a stockade. The trench 
along the stockade is still visille. At present Boy Scouts occupy it. 
Farm 5, lot 115, Fred Pattington, Amos and E. D. Mosher, Samuel 
Bunker Sr., Samuel Bunker Ji., Elmerian Rorapavugh [t.), Alfred 
Tnompson [t.j, James Austin [t.], John McCann [o.], James McCann 
jo.), R. Chamberlain (1.], Wm. Knapp, Jr. [t.]. 

Farm 6, lot 122, Nelson Stevens (o0.], Samuel Stevenson, George 
Battey, [x.j, Mark La Duice it.), Nelson Stevens. [x. ] 

Mark La Duice was a frenchman married three times and the father 
of 32 children. 

Farm 7, lot 122, Redmond, Benjamin Gould (0.), 

Farm 8, lot 114, Smith Woodir, (x.], Hicks Anthony, (x.], Bert 
Hamilton, (x.] 

Farm 9, lot 114, W. A. Alexander (x.] 

Farm 10, lot 114, Arthur C. Wardwell [o.), Edward Tredwell (o.) 
Hiram Finch, (0.], G. McEntosh [x.), S. Delano (t.], G. Austin [t.) 
Farm 11, lot 114, Hiram Wardwell, Elmerian Rorapaugh (t.), 

U. Saxton, Nathan Oliver (t.] Mr. Wardwell was a stonecutter and 
made his own tombsione. 


Farm 12, lot 120, Fred Van Liew, P. P. Murphy, Charles Hoyt (t.) 
John Brambley (t.) 

Farm 13, lot 21, George Wardell (0.), Leon Eell(t.) Daniel Titus, 
Harold Giles. 

Farm 14, lot 18, Mrs. Smalsey, Harold Giles (o.) 

Farm 15, lot 18, Robert Dills, Almerian Utt, Jacob Dills, This farm 

is finely situated overlooking Cayuga Lahe. Here is the site of an o!d 
Indian fort on the upper part of che farm. It is known now as Cayuga 
Castle. Robert Dills hasa collection of Indian relics found on this farm 
Farm 16, lot 18, John Dere, Henry Dills, Jaccb Lills, Rebert Dills. 
Farm 17, lot 117, A.E. Slocum (x.), Henry Crise, Rorapaugh Bros. (t.) 
L. Hoff, (t.) Daniel Titus (t.), John Zabriskie. Gr the sovthwest 
portion of this farm is one of the most picturesque views of Cayuga 
Lake. 

Farm 18, lot 118, Henry Dills, Wm. Grinnell oi England, H. Fonda, 
A. E. Slocum (o.). A preparatory school, Inglesice, was conducted 
here for a while by Prof. Dickinson. Washingtcn Irving, a relative 

of Mrs. Grinnell, did some of his writing here while a en visit. Henry 
Dills first settled here when he came {10 mn. Stroudsburg, Fa. near 
Delaware Water Gap. 

Farm 19, lot 117, Clare Anthony, Charies Youngs (0.), Wm. Youngs(o) 
Farm 20, lot 119, Harold Giles (0.}, Mrs. Lynr, John Dere, Henry Czin 
Farm 21, lot 119, Harold Giles, E. C. melsey (t.), H. H. Morse (o.) 
Alonzo Austin (t.), 

Farm 22, lot 119, J. Dee, C. Ambrose Bradley, Cscar Tucker, J. N. 
Burlew, 

Farm 28, lot 126, Daniel Titus. 

Farm 24, lot 126, Schoo] No. 2. Known as Coonley Corners, named 
from one of the old inkabitants. 

Farm 25, lot 126, Mi: hael Little. 

Farm 26, lot 120, W. Alnut, Henry Schobey (0.), Gne of the first 
blacksmith shops was !ccated here. 

Farm 26- lot 120, J. E. Post, Mrs. Lawrence, Mrs. W. DeShong, 
David Winters, Alonzo Beil (t.), George Houghton, J. E. Post. 

Farm 27, lot 127, Fred Van Liew, John Rorapaugh, John Brambley, 
James Austin. 














Farm 28, lot 120, Fred Van Liew, Jonathan Duck (o.), James Hill (c.) 
Farm 29, lot 121, Henry S. Hoyt, Samvel Hoyt, W. H. Yeung, (t.) 
George Swayze (t.) Thisisone of the oldlandmarks. Henry S. Ecyt£r. 
came here from New England, was a watch and clock maker by trade, 
which business he carried on with his fi rming. He also raised ccnsicer- 
able nursery stock, and also kept agiocery store in his house. The 
charges that appear most o/cen ii: his eccount tock were rum, cedtsh, 
and molasses. He was a staunch Presbyterian, atterdirg regularly the 
Number One Church. He was among the first tocwn « steel sprirg 
wagen; anentry in his diary reads; ‘‘and Sarah (his wife) rode to 
church in great ease.’’ 

Farm 30, lot 121, Mrs. Sarah Hoyt estate. 

Farm 31, lot 121, Lawrence Dutcher (t.\, Patrick Ererrar, Hiram 
Jump (t.), W. A. Alexander. 

Farm 32, lot 121, W. A. Alexander, John Smith, Wm. Ellis. 

Farm 33, lot 128, W. A. Alexander, Wm. Alexander, Jason Alexander, 
Ray H. Alexander. Some of the finest Guernsey cattle is raised on 
this farm. 

Farm 34, lot 122, Jetty, Henry Hanford, Hiram Jump, Fred Large, 
Mr. Hanford was a grandson of Uriah Benedict. 

IT arm £6, Ict 129, B. L. Swayze, Uriah Berdict, Henry Hanford (t.) 
Israel Swayze Benjamin S. Swayze. This homestead is one of the old 
landmarks. Uriah Benedict came from the eastern states in 1811, and 
built the present house. He was a staunch supporter cf Ninter Cre 
Presbyterian Church. Two of his sons became Ministers of the Gospel. 
Farm 36, lot 122, Isaac Pine, Thomas H. Phelps (0.), Cecil B. Phelrs, 
This farm has alway been in the Phelps family for nearly 100 years. Re- 
cords show that one Seth Phelps held the first court at his home in the 
town of Scipio, and after presided at court as Judge, held in the vil- 
lage of Cayuga in Dec. 1724. 

Farm 387, lot 122, School Dis:rict Mo. 2. George Swayze began his teach- 
ing career here, with «s many as 40 pupils. 

Farm 388, lot 180, Bridget Cummins (0.), Charles Mcl ermctt (0.), Wm. 

Casler (o.) 

Farm 39, lot 122, Foster Curtis, Abrahem Payne, James Queal, Wm. 

Dwyer, Edward Henford, Henry Large, John McCann, Patrick Greay, 

Wm. Reese. 

Farm 40, lot 130, Oliver Hickey, Micheel Dempsey (t.), Steyber Icy !e, 
Charles Hider(o., Lee Gray (o0.}. 

Farm 41, lot 123, Wm. Hoxie (0.), Mrs. M. Grady, Raymond Delaney. 
Farm 42, lot 122, John Bradford (0.), James Gilespie (0.), Charles Car- 
ler (t.), James B. Hitchcock, Byron B. Hitchcock (0.). T. Pradford 
started on this farm the cultivaticn of teasels, which c1e usea in the 
manufacture of wcol. 


To be continued in the next issue. 
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“FIRSTS’’ IN CAYUGA COUNTY 
First marriages 


ED. NOTE; Regional Historians are invited contribute data 
on ‘‘firsts’’ in their own towns and counties. 


In Aurelius, Col. John Harris in 1789, with Mary daughter of John 


Richardson, who came in the same year as Harris. 


In Brutus, Peter Douglas, Jan. 12, 1894, with Polly Hamilton, daughter 
of Jno. Hamilton pioneer settler in Brutus. 


In Cato, Samson Lawrence, June 14, 1804, to Sybie Root. 

In Conquest, Gilbert Perkins, July 3, 1824, with Betsey Snyder. 

In Genoa, Gilbert Brownell, Nov. 4, 1793, with Amy Grinnell, by Rev. 
Aaron Kinne missionary to the western frontier. 

In Ira, Eleazar Stockwell, March 7, 1802, with Margaret Noble. 

In Moravia, Jonathan Elbridge, 1795, with Sally Perry. 

In Scipio, Wm. Allen, June 25, 1793, with Betsey Watkins. 

In Sempronius, Samuel Rice to Matilda Sumrerston, c. 1804. 

In Sennett, Nehemia Smith, to Mindevill Morley, 1795. 

In Sterling, Matthew Hassha to Charity Turner, c. 1815. 


In Throop Shadrach Crane to Hannah Palmer, no date. 


First births 
Harris Jr., son of John Harris and Mary Richardson, 1790 first in Au- 
relius. 
Bennett Stevens, son of William Stevens, Nov. 13, 1801 first in Brutus 
David, son of John King, Dec. 16, 1790, first in county. 
Aurelius Colweele, March 28, 1792, first in Fleming. 
Polly Stockwell, April 1801, first in Ira. 
Ezeckiel King, 1799, first in Mentz. 
Seth Perry, 1794, first in Moravia, 
Sally Hammerman, 1798, first in Niles. 
Betsey Durkee, Dec. 5, 1790, first in Scipio. 
Sally Smith, 1795, first in Sennett. 
Salathiel Taylor, 1794, first in Sempronius. 
Isaac M. Hoppins, 1807, first in Sterling. 
Ezekiel Crane, first in Throop. 
Jane Martin, 1804, first in Victory. 
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“FIRST’’ INNS AND TAVERNS IN CAYUGA COUNTY 


ED. NOTE; Regional Historians are invited to contribute data 
on ‘‘firsts’’ in their own towns and counties. 


James Bennett of Cayuga village, who acted as Indian inte: preter 
at Treaty of Cayuga in 1794, was first tavern keeper in that villege. 

William Steven kept a tavern. Came in 1800 to Weedsport, tavern 
previous to 1814, till the opening of the canal, now used as a tenement 
house. - 

Jesse Elwell first at Cato, the Meridian House to 1811. 

Ephraim Wetherel from Thompkins Co., settled on lot 6, 1802, the 
following year opened first tavern. It was built of logs and stood onthe 
farm occupied by David Anthony two miles south of Corquest Center, 
David Stockwell kept first tavern in Ira c. 1809. 

Joshua Patrick kept first inn at Aurora, as early as 1793. 

Samuel Cook first in Lock, 1810. 

Philip King first in Mentz, 1815. 

Cornelius Delameter first at Owasco, 1800. 

Seth Burgess first at Sempronius, 1800. 
Nathan Hopkins first in Sennett, 1795. 
Thomas Collins first at Springport, 107. 
Marin Barber first at Summer Hill, 1804. 





AN INDUSTRY “‘FIRST’’ 
THE CULTIVATION OF TEASELS IN NEW YORK STATE 
The machine age finally conquered it 

There are two kinds of teasels which ‘lourish in this country, the 
wild teasel, dipsacus sylvestris, which is worthless ard a nuisance on 
the farm, and the fuller’s teasel, dipsacus fullorum, whichiscultivated 
to a large extent in many localities for the burs or prickly heads, which 
are used in the manufacture of flannel or woolen cloth, for the pur- 
pose of raising the nap on the surface of the cloth. These burs or teasel 
heads are provided with very fine sharp hooks, which subserve a pur- 
pose in the manufacture of cloth which machinery so far cannot accom- 
plish. 

Teasels are biennial plants. A field of them presents the appeer- 
ance of a field abandoned tothe growth of large bull thistles. On the 
farm of W. J. Townsend, Skaneateles, there were ven I visited his 
residence, some eighteen acres of teasels, andit was no uncommon oc- 
currance to see large fields of them in that locality; and the profit aris- 
ing from the sale of the heads usually exceeds the amount which would 
be realized from a good crop ef cereal grain. 


The seed is usually sown in drills, sothat the plants may be culti- 
vated with a horse drawn cultivator, and as the plants cancnly be start- 
ed first year, the seed is sometime sowed in the rows cf Indian corn, 
and the young plants cultivated with the corn. In some pleces in the 
county where the worms had destroyed the corn, the teasels were be- 
ing cultivated insteadof the ruined corn, with the result that the plants 
would grow toyield a big crop of large teasels the following season. 

It is said that the teasel does not flourish luxuriantly on all kinds 
of soil, and that a clayey loam well cultivated and in gcod state of fer- 
tility, is best adapted to their growth. Where soil is too wet for winter 
wheat, and where red clover is liable to be lifted out by freezirg and 
thawing in winter, the teasel plants will also easily be injured by frost. 

The headsare cut at various intervals during the summer according to 
the maturity of the blossoms, or about when the blossoms begin to 
fall from the heads. The heads are dried, assorted end packed in boxes 
for market. The largest and finest heads are called kings which com- 
mand a superior price. The second quality are called middlirgs, and the 
unripe and inferior quality are denominated scrubs. 

A ready market is usually found for the heads and the assorting and 
packing can be performed at times when the labors of the fields are not 
demanding immediate attention of all the laborers. 
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Here another consideration which is worthy of notice, which is, 
that acrop of teasels might be grown without exhausting the soil but 
little as teasels will take up from the soil which would not be taken up 
by those plants which produce cereal grain. Therefore taking this view 
of the subject, we may raise a profitable crop from the soil without in- 
juring its fertility for a crop of Indian corn, wheat, ozts or barley. 

The word teasel comes from the Bavarian German, zaisen, and lit- 
erally means to ‘‘tease wool.’’ The dipsacus fullorum is a native of the 
south of Europe, and war naturalized in the United States for the pur- 
pose described in this article. Up te now no mechanical contrivance has 
been invented to serve this purpose. The split heeds are fixed cna cy- 
linder, which is made to revolve against the woolen cloth and thus raise 
the nap which gives such lovely texture to flannel. 

J. Edward Todd. 
January 28, 1864. 
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